





Behind the Mask

Plante brought along his soap and towel
like the rest of the team members, was paid
his ten dollars a game like all the others, and
showed the same schoolboy enthusiasm....

And what a professional! He had the sta-
tistical low-down on every player, knew their
feints, their every strength and weakness. Once
the question of salary was out of the way, he
dedicated himself, bod} and soul, to the team,
just like in his greatest Stanley Cup years.

I remember very well that when the
coach was ready to end to the practice,
Jacques would prolong an already exhausting
session, saying, “One more ball into the goal
and then to the showers.”

Then Jacques would block throws over
and over again. He knew our playing abilities
better than we did ourselves. We would

never go back to the dressing-room without
his O.K.

The summer after that, Jacques played four games
for the Caughnawaga Indians. Unfortunately, the
league was soon dissolved, but it certainly wasn't for
any lack of dedication on Jacques Plante’s part.
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The Rangers did not achieve any better results in the

1964-1965 season. Jacques was having new problems.
Living away from home, he felt as if he were

struggling through a thick fog, step by uncertain step.





